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their son's family live with them to console and comfort
their old age* Consequently, everybody will co-operate
for the happiness and prosperity of all.

Nevertheless, there is a growing tendency nowadays
for the younger generation to live separately from the
old people, and this is especially true of the modern-edu-
cated Chinese* Whereas formerly all could live on the
incomes of the family estate, to-day everybody has to go
and earn his own living* Competition grows keener and
keener every day, and men are gradually feeling the rigours
of the law of survival of the fittest* Each has therefore to
establish his own home in the locality where he has his
business or occupation, which is generally some distance
from where the parents live* This is part and parcel of
the inevitable social transformation, one which no amount
of parental authority can hold back or suppress* But
this does not do away with the ancient virtue of filial
piety, and the son who earns his living away from home
still sees to the support of his parents by-sending them
funds regularly*

The individualism of the West, worked out to its logical
conclusions, means that if a man is to set up a home for
himself, he is to choose his own wife and have an absolute
say in the matter* In other words, he alone is competent
to decide with whom he is to share his life's joys or bur-
dens* But in China, even this delicate matter is managed
by the parents* The latter are responsible to both their
ancestors and posterity for the preservation of the clan*
and therefore it is they who must see to the proper safe-
guarding of the same* The young people themselves
are not consulted, because they are not regarded as